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Rev. Matthew H. Calkins
Rectory: 203-319-1906


e-mail: calkins@sttimschurch.org


August 20, 2008

Dear 


,
 

I hope you had a wonderful summer and pray that this coming school year will be full of learning, growth and good friends. Just as your mind and body are being taught and trained so I hope your spirit is developing and your relationship with God becoming mature. As a church we try to do our part in helping through our Christian education and spiritual formation program. The goal of our youth program is twofold. One is to continue your Christian education through worship, study and service. The other is to connect you to other young adults and make friends, have fun and do some good in the community.

 

For the first goal we encourage 9th and 10th graders to work toward Confirmation. This year Confirmation will be on May 30 at a church and time to be announced. If you are turning 16 this year you are eligible to be confirmed. Confirmation is your decision—it is a mature affirmation of the baptismal vows that were made on your behalf when you were a small child. To prepare for this my expectation is that you will complete a workbook study course with a mentor of your choice (see below; this can be done over two years). We will also meet once a month to talk about faith  and questions you may have (we all have questions!). I expect regular attendance at church and, if possible, participation in some capacity. With your mentor or the group try to go to at least three different kinds of religious service this year—other Christian denominations or a Jewish or other service. Finally, we expect at least 20 hours of community service, whether through church related work or mission projects or through other ways. 

 

For the second goal we are excited to be part of a new deanery youth group: the Southern Connecticut Crew. Last year was our first year together; we met four times and then went to New Orleans on spring break to help rebuild Katrina-damaged housing. This year we will be meeting once a month and then return to New Orleans in April. Our first meeting will be purely for fun: a video game extravaganza September 7, 5-7, at St John’s, Bridgeport. This will also be open to middle school children. Your friends are welcome to join as well (and if you have friends without a church who would like to learn about Christianity bring them to church). The rest of the schedule in on line—along with pictures of last year’s trip—at southernctcrew.org.

 

Remember what St Paul wrote to Timothy, our patron saint: “Let no one despise your , but set the believers and example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.” (1 Timothy 4:12) 

 

Peace and grace in Christ, Fr Matt
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